
 

 

HOW DO I POST AN IMMIGRATION BOND ONLINE? 

PREPARING TO POST A BOND 

Before posting a bond, make sure you have: the detained person’s name and their immigration 

number (A-number); banking information or cash for the bond amount; internet and email 

access; access to a scanner; and an ICE CeBONDs account. 

To get started, go to the following link: https://www.ice.gov/detain/detention-

management/bonds. 

On this page, you can click “Learn to use CeBONDS” to access a video with instructions on how 

to pay the bond. 

Select “Click Here to Post a Bond.” 

  

You will be taken to a page where you can create an account. 

https://www.ice.gov/detain/detention-management/bonds
https://www.ice.gov/detain/detention-management/bonds


 

 
 

When creating an account, use an email address that you have access to and that can 

receive emails. 

You will need to access that email address to verify your identity each time you log into the 

system. You will also receive important updates throughout the bond process. 

Once you create and log into your account, at the top of the page you will see a message that 

says “Welcome to ICE CeBonds” and a list of bonds you have previously paid (if you have never 

paid a bond before, this list will be blank). 

To begin, click the button at the top of the page that says “+ Bond Payment Request.” Click this 

button to start and enter the first stage of the bond payment process. 

 

 

 

FIRST STAGE: BOND ELIGIBILITY 



 

 
 

During this stage, obligors will enter the identification information (including first name, last 

name, and A-number) of the detained person; upload identity documents; and submit them to 

ICE. 

 

After this information is submitted, ICE will send an email to the provided address confirming 

that the detained person is eligible and directing the obligor to the next steps in the process. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SECOND STAGE: BOND CONTRACT AND PAYMENT 



 

 
 

The bond obligors (the person paying the bond) must return to 

https://www.ice.gov/detain/detention-management/bonds to begin the second stage. 

During this stage, the obligor will review the bond contract; add release information (in the bond 

order); and provide the correct address and phone number for the detained person after release. 

Once this information is submitted, the obligor will be ready to sign the bond contract. 

 

Before the contract can be signed, ICE must confirm that the release information and documents 

are correct and valid. Once the information is reviewed, ICE will send another email notifying 

the obligor that the information has been validated or requesting additional confirmation. 

ICE requires proof that the detained person will have transportation after release or will be 

picked up. The obligor must upload proof of transportation in the online bond application. 

Once the release information is confirmed, ICE will send another email to the obligor notifying 

them that they may sign the bond contract and begin the payment process. ICE will provide 

payment instructions, including specific transfer information for the detained person. The obligor 

may submit an ACH payment or a Fedwire bank transfer. 

https://www.ice.gov/detain/detention-management/bonds


 

 
 

 

The obligor will take the information provided by ICE to their bank, which will use that 

information to transfer the funds. 

Then, the bank will provide a receipt with a code. Do not lose this receipt! The obligor must log 

into their account and upload the bank receipt. 

 

 

 



 

 
 

At this point, the obligor will also submit the bond documentation.

 

THIRD STAGE: FINAL REVIEW 

Once ICE has received the transferred funds, it will send an email confirmation to the obligor. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

The status of the bond application will also be updated in the account. 

The obligor must log into their account to ensure that ICE has not left additional comments or 

requested further action.

 

If the process has been completed, the office where the detained person’s file is located will sign 

the bond contract. 

FOURTH STAGE: BOND DECISION 

The obligor will receive an email notification from ICE instructing them to log back into their 

account. 

If the bond has been approved, they will be able to view and print a bond receipt. If the bond has 

been denied, that status will be shown. Sometimes ICE provides a reason for the denial, but it is 



 

 
 

common for no reason to be provided.

 

 

WHAT HAPPENS IF MY APPLICATION IS DENIED OR MY LOVED ONE 

CANNOT BE RELEASED? 

If the detained person cannot be released, ICE will send the obligor an email notifying them that 

the person is not releasable. 

ICE does not provide information about why the detained person cannot be released. The obligor 

must call the local ERO office, but even then the information is not always available. 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

ALWAYS CONFIRM THE RELEASE STATUS AND INFORMATION  

Please note that when ICE notifies the obligor that the person has been released (see below), that 

information may be incorrect.

 

Each detention center has its own steps that obligors must follow to ensure the detained person’s 

release. Some detention centers require transportation information; some release individuals the 

same day the bond is granted; others release individuals the following day. 

Obligors must communicate with the detention center while the bond is being processed to 

provide transportation information or other documentation required by the facility. 

We have learned that local field officers who review and update bond applications do not 

communicate with detention centers, so you must always confirm release information directly 

with the facility where the detained person is held. 
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